GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
was attired in white cotton robes embroidered with foliage and
roses of gold thread. He wore a crown set with pearls and gold
anklets inset with rubies. The King sat on his throne and Vasco
da Gama on the steps of the dais. They discussed the opening of
trade between their respective countries. Thus did the East
receive the West.
Vasco da Gama had to abandon one ship (the Sao Rafael) on the
return journey owing to sickness among the crew. Barely half
the original complement of 160 returned to Portugal. The round
trip had taken two and a half years. He was given a tumultuous
welcome on reaching the Tagus estuary and, in thanksgiving,
Manoel ordered the building of the great monastery of Jeronymos
on, appropriately, the sight of Henry's little church at Belem.
Vasco da Gama was then thirty years of age.
Within a year of the opening of the sea-route to India, Brazil
was reached by a fleet of thirteen vessels commanded by Admiral
Pedro Alvares Cabral, who took with him Nicolau Coelho,
captain of the Berrio, Duarte Pacheco Pereira, Bartolomeu Dias
and his brother, Diogo. There were many noblemen and a
number of chaplains among a total personnel of 1,200. CabraTs
destination was India, a reconnaissance voyage having as its
objective the consolidation of Portuguese interests in the Indies.
But this voyage may also have been carried out to confirm the
existence of a great land mass which was believed to lie to the
south-west of the Atlantic and which had been located by Portu-
guese mariners before the signing of the Treaty of Tordesillas in
1494 by Dom Joao II ; otherwise there appears to be no reasonable
explanation of his efforts to have the line dividing Portuguese
and Spanish world interests pushed 370 leagues west of the coast
of Europe. It is extremely unlikely that navigators of the calibre
of Cabral (he was the Admiral of the Portuguese Navy), Bartolomeu
Dias and Nicolau Coelho could have been blown so far off their
course. The coastline of Brazil was sighted at daybreak on April 21,
1500. A range of hills appeared on the horizon, and as the
fleet drew near look-out men saw thick woods leading down from
the foot-hills to a wide expanse of beach. Wading ashore through
heavy surf the Portuguese were received by a number of natives
carrying bows and arrows, but they were not attacked. On the
contrary, friendly relations were quickly established. A special
service was held by the priests who travelled with the expedition,
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